
The SmartCode: A new option for 
Plumbers Near El Paso

https://www.drpipes.com/tx/el-paso/el-paso.html


Another choice for flexibility in development



What could the SmartCode do for El Paso?



�Create a range of housing opportunities and choices. 

�Create walkable neighborhoods. 

�Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration. 

�Foster distinctive, attractive places with a strong sense of place. 

�Make development decisions predictable, fair and cost effective.

�Mix land uses. 

�Preserve open spaces, farmland, natural beauty
and critical environmental areas.

�Provide a variety of transportation choices. 

�Strengthen and direct development toward existing communities. 

�Take advantage of compact building design.



How does the SmartCode Regulate?



The SmartCode provides the process and the regulatory 
framework to create neighborhood centered urban development

The Smart Code is a form-based code – it regulates the location, shape 
and size of buildings more strictly than our current codes

The SmartCode addresses the public realm as well as the private

The SmartCode regulates the use within buildings less strictly than our 
current codes



The SmartCode provides the process and a regulatory framework to 
create neighborhood centered urban development 

It requires proposed 
neighborhoods to mix 
different types of 
development within 
quarter mile pedestrian 
sheds ¼ mile

80 acre minimum greenfield

30 acre minimum infill

Provision for 5 acre plans



The SmartCode is a form-based code – it regulates the location, shape 
and size of buildings and yards more strictly than our current codes



The SmartCode addresses the public realm as well as the private



The SmartCode regulates the use within buildings less strictly than our 
current codes



The heart of the SmartCode is summarized in Table 14



Calibrating the model SmartCode to 

El Paso’s Neighborhoods



T3 Kern Place

Block Sizes

Density

Street Types

Parking

Sidewalk widths

Parkways

Building Heights

Yard types

Lot sizes

Setbacks

Lot coverage



T4 Sunset Heights

Block Sizes

Density

Street Types

Parking

Sidewalk widths

Parkways

Building Heights

Yard types

Lot sizes

Setbacks

Lot coverage



T5 El Paso Street

Block Sizes

Density

Street Types

Parking

Sidewalk widths

Parkways

Building Heights

Yard types

Lot sizes

Setbacks

Lot coverage



T6 San Jacinto Plaza

Block Sizes

Density

Street Types

Parking

Sidewalk widths

Parkways

Building Heights

Yard types

Lot sizes

Setbacks

Lot coverage



Comparing SmartCode to Current Zoning 

on the same sites



2.4 ac
4.28 ac

24.25 ac



Site 1- Existing C-1 zoning 



Site 1- SmartCode T-5 



Building Site Bldg A Bldg B Bldg C Bldg D Total

Retail Footprint 20,700 8,000 20,700 4,200

17

53,560

Required Parking @ 
1 per 250 sq. ft. GFA

83 32 83 215

Parking Provided 215

Site 2- Existing C-1 zoning 



Site 2 – SmartCode T-5 



Site 3 - Existing A-2 zoning 

Statistics Number Total 
Area

Lots @ 
6000 Sq. ft.

108
14.8 
acres

Building 
footprint

108
217,000 
Sq. ft.

Open 
Space (40% 
required)

4
9.7 
acres

Fee Simple Lots

Open Space



Site 3 - SmartCode Regulating Plan 



The SmartCode: A new option for El Paso
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